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regularly, for some hours at the week-end almost throughout the
year, opportunity for a fuller and concentrated physical life was
given in the vacations, especially during the summer, by the
holiday-military camps and by specially organized 'colonies' on
the mountains or at the seaside. The most noted, though by no
means the best organized or fruitful, of these camps was the
Campo Dtix, which was organized even* year in Rome. Up to
30,000 boys used to meet there for a week, living in tents and
spending their time in games, exercises, and parades.
Enrolment in the G.I.L. was, by statute, voluntary. But
given the ever-stronger impact of the Fascist Party on public and
private life in Italy, it became difficult for families to keep their
children out of this organization, especially if they attended
school. Circular letters from the Ministry of Public Education
multiplied, urging headmasters and teachers to see that as many
students as possible applied for the honour of joining the
uniformed formations of the rejuvenated Italy; on the other
hand, the Party authorities had not stinted their resources of
propaganda, promises, and, if expedient, threats, in order to swell
the ranks and gather a unanimous response to the * patriotic' call.
It was more difficult to find suitable leaders, organizers, and
teachers or trainers. The problem of supplying the comman-
dants, section-leaders, squadron-leaders, and other officers was
partly, but only to a small extent, met by a special rapid course
held in Rome and other big towns, mainly in the summer, lasting
a few weeks; senior members of the G.I.L. wrere there trained in
the art of military and political leadership, so that the instructors
and officers came more and more from the rank and file of the
young army. A more complete and better solution was given to
the problem of preparing a sufficient number of teachers of
physical training for the secondary schools. The old training
schools for these teachers were replaced by the Fascist Academy
of Physical Training in the Farnesina building and grounds in
Rome, where boys from all over Italy received a three-year course
of instruction, not only of a physical and military character, but
of a political and medical character as well; a similar Academy
for girls was set up in Orvieto. All new teachers of physical
training had to produce a degree obtained in one or other of these
academies.
The G.I.L., like the O.N.B., was given the right to manage or
found schools and colleges of various kinds, especially of a voca-
tional character, so that its members might receive a more
complete education in the Fascist sense; school life and Party
life were to find in them that harmony which proved so difficult
in the other schools. The experiment, however, failed; as early